
¶ Board Member - April Ricketts, P.E. 

¶ Board Member - Charlie Pehl 

¶ Board Member - Nathan Pies, P.E. 

¶ Board Member - Tyson Padgett 

Many of the Committee Chair positions have 

also been filled, but members wishing to volun-

teer are always welcomed.  A list of the 2009-

2010 Chapter Officers and Chairs appears on 

the back page of this newsletter.  

The kids are back in school, the weather 

will be cooling down soon (hopefully), and 

a new year is underway for the ASHRAE 

Central Arizona Chapter. 

The 2009-2010 calendar is filling up with 

exciting meeting topics, tours, and social 

events.  The first meeting of the year will 

start in September and will feature a timely 

presentation on the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act.  The meeting will also 

recognize past Chapter Presidents, who are 

invited to attend at no cost.   

The Chapterôs 2009-2010 Board of Gover-

nors consist of: 

¶ President - Dennis Surovcik II 

¶ President Elect - Gary Nelson, P.E.  

¶ Secretary - Christine Young  

¶ Treasurer - Shawn Masterson, C.M. 

CHAPTER WINS REGIONAL 
NEWSLETTER AWARD 

WELCOME BACK TO ANOTHER YEAR 
UPCOMING CHAPTER EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 
 
5:00 - 5:30 PM  Tech Session (0.5 PDH) 
5:30 - 6:00 PM  Sign In/Networking 
6:00 - 6:15 PM  Dinner/Announcements 
6:15 - 7:15 PM  Program (1.0 PDH) 
 
Topic:   
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act 
 

Speaker:  

Robin Boudreau w/AZ Dept of Commerce 
 
___________________________ 
 
OCTOBER 6, 2009 
 
11:30 AM - 12:00 PM  Sign In 
11:45 AM - Buffet Lunch 
12:00 - 12:15 PM  Announcements 
12:15 - 1:15 PM  Program (1.0 PDH) 
 
Topic:   
LEED 3.0 Update 
 

Speaker:  

To Be Announced 
 

___________________________ 
 
DINNER/LUNCH COST 
Members - $30/$35 after RSVP deadline 
Non-Members - $35 
Student Members - Free 
 
MEAL TICKETS 
You can pre-purchase meal tickets for 
future meetings at the sign-in desk or via 
the Chapterôs website for the price of $30 
for 1 ticket.  You can also get a discount 
by purchasing 8 tickets for the price of 7. 
 
RESERVATIONS 
If you are planning to attend one of the 
Chapter Meetings, please RSVP at least 
four (4) business days before the meeting.  
RSVP via the Chapterôs website, email at 
central.az.ashrae@gmail.com, or call 
(602) 814-0807. 
 
PDH CERTIFICATES: 
Sign up for PDH certificates on the web-
site or at the Chapter meeting.  Certifi-
cates are handed out after the Meeting. 
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Inside this issue: 

ASHRAE Region X Francis G. Brown Publishing Award 

The 2008-2009 Francis G. Brown Memorial Award for 

Publishing Excellence was presented to the ASHRAE Cen-

tral Arizona Chapter for the Chapterôs newsletter, the ñDust 

Devilò, at this yearôs Region X CRC in Irvine, California.    

The award is named in honor of Francis G. Brown, who 

was  the editor of the ASHRAE Southern Nevada Chapterôs 

newsletter, the ñSONEAIRò, for many years. 

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  A S H R A E  R E G I O N  X  2 0 0 8 - 0 9  F R A N C I S  G .  B R O W N  P U B L I S H I N G  A W A R D  



If you are interested in writ-

ing an article for the Dust 

Devil Newsletter, please 

send your submission to: 

April Ricketts 

Email: 

aricketts@lswphx.com 

Fax: (602)336-3276 

Articles can also be sent to 

the Chapterôs P.O. Box 

ASHRAE  

Central Arizona Chapter       

P.O. Box 32061                

Phoenix, AZ 85064-2061 

Newsletter Articles 
Requested 

110° days and summer 

monsoons means only one 

thing, the start of the 2009-

2010 Central Arizona Chap-

ter of ASHRAE sessions. 

 After gladly accepting the 

ñpassing of the gavelò from 

Past President April Ricketts, I am looking 

forward to serving as the Chapter President for 

2009-2010. There have been some great pro-

grams and meeting topics over the past several 

years, and I canôt wait for you all to see what is 

in store for this year.  

I would like to recognize Past President April 

Ricketts for all the hard work she put forth last 

year and look forward to her continual involve-

ment this year as Newsletter Chair. I would 

also like to once again recognize April for the 

awards she received at the 2009 CRC Meetings 

in Irvine, CA. April was honored for the best 

newsletter in the Region and also the hardest 

worker; I am still waiting for April to have a 

drink of her ñsoda popò in the trophy cupé  

The incoming Board of Governors and the 

Committee Chairs have been working hard 

this summer planning the 2009-2010 meeting 

and events. We are very fortunate to have a 

great mixture of Engineers, Contractors, and 

Vendors involved helping create meeting top-

ics and events that are interesting and current 

to everyone.  

Lastly, thanks again to everyone who continu-
ally comes out and supports the local Chapter. 

Hopefully you can spread the word in your 

office and encourage your fellow co-workers 

to attend the monthly meetings.  

Thank you 
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Presidentôs Message 
By Dennis Surovcik II - Chapter President 

 

Brief History of 

ASHRAE 
 

ASHRAE, founded in 

1894, was formed by the 

merger of two societies:  

the American Society of 

Heating and Ventilating 

Engineers (ASHVE), and 

the American Society of 

Refrigerating Engineers 

(ASRE). The two merged 

in 1959. 

___________________ 

The Central Arizona 

Chapter was chartered in 

1953 as the ASHVE 

Arizona Chapter.  The 

Chapterôs first president 

was Vern Carnes. 

Chapter Essay Contest for ASHRAE Winter Meeting 

Student Fall Scholarships Are Available 

The ASHRAE Central Arizona Chapter will be 

offering two $500 scholarships this fall for 

local college students studying in the field of 

engineering. 

Applicants are asked to submit a one-page es-

say on the following topic: 

ñASU has begun design of a new Engineer-

ing Classroom building.  What are some en-

ergy upgrades that can be done and what En-

ergy and Atmosphere (EA) LEED credits 

could be obtained?ò 

Submissions will be due no later than October 

23rd and the winners announced at the follow-

ing Chapter meeting.  Essays can be emailed 

to the Chapterôs Student Activities Chair, Na-

than Pies, at npies@vbfa.com or sent to the 

Chapterôs mailing address (see the back page 

of this newsletter). 

As in  years past, the Chapter has been able to 

provide scholarships in the Fall and in the 

Spring, using some of the proceeds from the 

annual Table Top Show.   

Additionally, ASHRAE offers many scholar-

ship at the Society level.  To find out more 

about those opportunities, visit the ASHRAE 

website at http://www.ashrae.org/students/ . 

Itôs time again for the Chapterôs ASHRAE 

Winter Meeting Essay Contest.  As in the past, 

the winner of contest will receive a free trip to 

the ASHRAE Winter Meeting and AHR Expo. 
The Winter Meeting will go from January 23rd 

to the 27th, and will be held in Orlando, Flor-

ida.   

To apply, submit a one-page essay on: 

ñWhat ASHRAE Standard do you think has 

been most vital in the development of the City 

of Phoenix over the last 50 years and why?ò 

Entries can be dropped off at the upcoming 

Chapter meetings, emailed to the Chapterôs 

President at dennis.a.surovcik@jci.com, or 

sent to the Chapterôs P.O. box.  

All essays need to be received no later than 

October  23, 2009. 

The Chapterôs Board of Governors will review 

the entries and a winner will be announced at 

the November Chapter meeting.   

To be eligible to win, participants must be a 

member of the Central Arizona Chapter and 

not have previously attended an ASHRAE 

Winter or Summer Convention.  The Chapter 

will cover the cost registration, airfare, and 

hotel stay for 4 nights. 

mailto:%20npies@vbfa.com?subject=ASHRAE%20Central%20Arizona%20Chapter%20Scholarships
http://www.ashrae.org/students/
mailto:dennis.a.surovcik@jci.com?subject=ASHRAE%20Central%20AZ%20Chapter%20-%20Winter%20Meeting%20Essay%20Contest
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Highlights of ASHRAE 2009 Chapter Regional Conference 

Chapter Officers and Chairs at the Region X CRC 

The ASHRAE Region X Chapter Regional Conference 

(CRC) was held in Irvine, California from April 30th to May 

2nd, 2009.  Representatives from the 14 Chapters in the Re-

gion were in attendance, as was the ASHRAE 2009-2010 

President, Gordon Holness   

The CRC allowed the delegates to report on the state of their 

respective Chapters, as well as providing training for new and 

returning officers and committee chairs.   

Awards were also presented to the Chapters at CRC. The 

Central Arizona Chapter was recognized for outstanding 

work in Membership Promotion and received ribbons for the 

Chapter Awards banner.  The Chapter also won  the Region 

X Directorôs Cup and the Region X Publishing Award. 

Additional photos from CRC can be viewed on the Region X 

website at http://www.regionx.org/crc.asp . 

Past Chapter President Robert Sty Named to CSE ó40 Under 40ô List  
By Sommer Caraway 

Robert Sty, PE, LEED AP, a past president of the ASHRAE 

Central Arizona Chapter from 2006 to 2007, has been named 

to the 2009 Consulting-Specifying Engineer 40 Under 40 list.   

Sty was selected by a panel of judges as ñone of the most up-

and-coming engineers under the age of 40ò from around the 

nation.  Evaluation categories included community service, 

client relations, leadership skills, work/life balance, presenta-

tions and speeches, and authored articles, among others. 

Sty is highlighted in an article in the May Specifiers Guide of 

Consulting-Specifying Engineer magazine to recognize his 

recent projects, and personal and professional achievements.   

"I'm honored to have been recog-

nized among the top engineers in 

the nation, and I'm thankful that 

SmithGroup has given me the op-
portunities they have at a young 

age,ò Sty graciously acknowl-

edges.  ñMy family, friends and 

coworkers have been instrumental 

in all that Iôve done.  Thereôs no 

way I could have achieved any of 

this without their support and 

friendship.ò Robert Sty, P.E. 

http://www.regionx.org/crc.asp


Advertising Your 

Business Card in 

This Newsletter 
 

Promote your company 

by advertising your 

business card in the Dust 

Devil Newsletter for the 

2009-2010 year. 

_________________ 

Advertising rates are: 

Full Year (5 Issues) = 

$100 

1 Issue = $25 

_________________ 

Make your check  

payable to the ASHRAE 

Central Arizona Chapter.  

Please include ñDust 

Devil Newsletter Adò in 

the ñnotesò section of 

your check.   

Mail your payment to: 

 

ASHRAE Central 

Arizona Chapter 

P.O. Box 32061 

Phoenix, AZ 85064-2061 

_________________ 

Business cards should be 

sent to 

aricketts@lswphx.com or 

mailed to: April Ricketts  

LSW Engineers AZ, Inc. 

2333 W Northern Ave, #9 

Phoenix, AZ 85021 

_________________ 

Big news!  We have a new 

location and a new date for 

the Chapterôs 2009 Table 

Top Show.   

The date will be December 

10th, 2009; the location will 

be the El Zaribah Shrine 

Auditorium, which is located at 552 North 

40th Street in Phoenix, AZ...just south of the 

202 on 40th street, before Van Buren,  

Based on comments received at last yearôs 

Product Show, we feel that this new location 

will be much better place to meet with friends 

while visiting the wide variety of vendor booths.  

There is a great amount of lighting, great break 

out rooms for seminars, great parking, great bar, 

great  foodéjust a GREAT location.   

This yearôs event is a joint Product Show with 

the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 

(ASPE) Phoenix Chapter.  Please join with our 

ASPE brothers & sisters to make this the best 

product show ever. 

Additional information on the Product Show 

will follow in the next few weeks. 
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ASHRAE/ASPE 2009 Table Top Show Coming Soon 
By Charlie Pehl - Chapter Board Member and Product Show Chairman 

 

Are You A Hero? 
By Shawn Masterson, C.M., LEED AP - Chapter Treasurer 

How many times have you 

worked on a project where 

you see all the potential in 

the world for the perfect 
design?  Have you seen the 

intent of a design that was 

not fully implemented be-

cause of value engineering?  

Or maybe youôve seen the perfect design that 

was fully funded and brought to life, only to 

see it a few years later functioning in a re-

duced capacity because the technology was 

too hard for the ownership and maintenance 

crews to grasp. This is an age old problem that 

engineers and mechanically minded people 
have fought for thousands of years, which 

brings us to back to the original question: are 

you a Hero? 

Hero was the greatest mechanical mind of his 

era (around 150 BC). He had nearly 80 ingen-

ious inventions (such as siphons, fountains, 

and engines).  His writings on pneumatics 

describe many gadgets and magical tricks and 

include the first suggestion of a steam engine, 

and his writings on mechanics demonstrate 

knowledge of multiple pulleys, cogwheels, 

levers, and the like. Thatôs right!--the first 
Steam Engine. Why didnôt the industrial revo-

lution start in 150 BC? There are a few differ-

ent theories on that but my take on it is the 

people of his time didnôt know what to do 

with the technology he discovered. The result 

was a delay of nearly 1800 years until a steam 

engine actually did some usable work. 

At the CRC one of the presenters posed this 

question:ò In a room full of engineers how can 

you tell the extravert? Heôs the one staring at 

your shoes.ò The point being that maybe in the 

design phase as the dreaded ñValue Engineer-

ingò advocates start to come out  the real Heroes 
of the project are the people that champion 

function over fluff. Maybe that involves educat-

ing the ownership group, maybe that means 

being stubborn and not compromising the de-

sign when the payback can be proven, or maybe 

it just means planning for future improvements 

as funds become available to implement the 

original intent. The new bottom line is: we canôt 

afford to continue the ways of the past where 

the bottom line was cost driven--we just donôt 

have 1800 years to wait for a good idea to catch 

on. 

So on your next project when you see a chance 

to make the final 

product more 

efficient or a 

complex design 

that could be 

simplified or a 

chance to make it 

more user 

friendly, whether 

youôre the design 
engineer, the 

sales engineer, 

the installing 

contractor, or the 

maintenance and 

repair contractor, 

everyone has a 

chance to be a 

Hero. 
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ASHRAE Research Targets Tying Together BIM, Energy Efficiency 

ATLANTA ï Ensuring that a common language of ñenergy 

efficiencyò is spoken by both building information modeling 

software used by architects and energy analysis and simula-

tion software used by engineers is the goal of new research 

funded by ASHRAE. 

The project will develop open-source reference models by 

which developers may test their solutions to interoperability 

between BIM and energy simulation software. The project 

will focus on the most common thermal features in buildings 

assumed to have the greatest impact on energy use, and pro-

vide guidelines for describing thermal models extracted from 

BIM and the rules for extracting those models used in whole 

building energy analysis applications. 

 ñThis research will promote the inclusion of energy effi-

ciency measures in the early design of building model devel-
opment,ò said Mark Clayton, Ph.D., principal investigator for 

the project. ñIt is expected to greatly increase the efficiency 

and accuracy of energy analysis and allow building designs to 

achieve higher levels of energy efficiency.ò 

The project is one of 13 approved for funding by ASHRAE at 

its 2009 Annual Conference, totaling some $1.6 million. 

ASHRAE Research Project 1468, Development of a Refer-

ence Building Information Model (BIM) for Thermal Model 

Compliance Testing, was awarded to Texas A&M University. 

The $175,311 project is expected to take 15 months to com-

plete. It is sponsored by ASHRAEôs technical committee 

(TC) 1.5, Computer Applications. 

Studies have shown that problems related to exchanging in-

formation among various building design software systems 

causes more than $16 billion per year of unnecessary ex-

pense. Given that new computer technologies for representing 

buildings are expected to transform the processes for archi-

tectural engineering design services, it is imperative that stan-

dards for data exchange among disparate software systems be 

established, according to Clayton, the associate director of the 

Center for Housing and Urban Development at Texas A&M. 

ñConsequently, the research will enable ASHRAE to foster 

standard for interoperability between various BIM software 

systems and energy simulation systems and address some of 

the costs attributable to poor interoperability,ò said Clayton. 

ñMore significantly, improved interoperability is expected to 

improve the quality of design and the energy efficiency of 

buildings. 

Other projects approved for funding are: 

¶ Ventilation Requirements for Refrigerating Machinery 

Rooms, RP-1448, CPP Inc., 18 months, $93,368, spon-

sored by TC 4.3, Ventilation Requirements and Infiltra-

tion 

¶ Thermal Comfort in Commercial Kitchens, RP-1469, 

KEMA Inc., two years, $350,000, sponsored by TC 5.10, 

Kitchen Ventilation 

¶ Measuring Air-Tightness of Mid- and High-Rise Non-

Residential Buildings, RP-1478, Wiss, Janney, Elstner 

Associates Inc., two years, $150,000, sponsored by TC 

4.3, Ventilation Requirements and Infiltration 

¶ Establishment of Design Procedures to Predict Room Air-

flow Requirements in Partially Mixed Room Air Distribu-

tion Systems, RP-1522, Building Energy and Environ-

mental Engineering, two years, $104,500, sponsored by 

TC 5.3, Room Air Distribution 

¶ Establishing Benchmark Levels and Patterns of Commer-
cial Building Hot Water use, RP-1544, Research Quality 

and Design Engineering, 18 months, $190,000, sponsored 

by TC 6.6, Service Water Heating 

¶ Effects of Fin Design on Frost and Defrost Thermal Per-

formance of Micro-Channel Heat Exchangers, RP-1589, 

Oklahoma State University, 18 months, $137,065, spon-

sored by TC 8.4, Air-to-Refrigerant Heat Transfer Equip-

ment 

ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is an international organization of 

some 50,000 persons. ASHRAE fulfills its mission of advanc-

ing heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration to 

serve humanity and promote a sustainable world through re-

search, standards writing, publishing and continuing education. 



The ASHRAE Central Arizona Chapter is 

proud to be a supporter with the Presidentôs 

Group for an all-day seminar, ñOptimizing 

Opportunities in Todayôs Facilities Mar-

ketò. 

The event, which will be held on September 

9th at the Tempe Transportation Center Build-

ing, is free to the community and will offer 

interesting sessions as well as providing a 

venue to network with others in the industry. 

The President's Group is comprised of associa-

tion leaders, from the Phoenix Metro area, in 

real estate, building development, facility opera-

tions and related fields, who are interested in 
network training, education, processes, commu-

nication, knowledge sharing that ultimately re-

turns value to their respective memberships.   

Additional information on the Presidentôs 

Group can be found on their website at 

www.presidentsgrp.com . 
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Chapter Supports Event with Presidentôs Group 

 

A Glimpse At The 

Chapterôs 

Website 
 

The Chapterôs website is 

a valuable resource to 

the membership and 

guests.  

____________________ 

The Website features: 

¶  News on upcoming 

meetings and events. 

¶ Contact information 

of the 2009-2010 

Officers/Committee 

Chairs.  

¶ Highlights of student 

organizations that the 

Chapter is involve 

with. 

¶ Copies of the 

Chapterôs constitution 

and bylaws 

¶ ...And much more! 

____________________ 

If there are any features 

you would like to see 

added to the Website, 

please contact the 

Chapterôs Website 

Editor 

__________________ 

Visit the Website at  

centralaz.ashraechapters.org 

http://www.presidentsgrp.com/DesktopDefault.aspx
http://centralaz.ashraechapters.org/

